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NATIONAL TRIBAL AIR ASSOCIATION’S
R6 RTOC Tribal Caucus Report 

August - November 2020

National Tribal Air Association’s (NTAA) Mission
[bookmark: _GoBack]The mission of the NTAA is to advance air quality management policies and programs, consistent with the needs, interests, and unique legal status of American Indian Tribes and Alaska Natives. This report covers NTAA’s activities for August through November 2020. All the information below can be found on NTAA’s website at www.ntaatribalair.org. 
Policy Work	
NTAA has prepared several publications, Policy Resource Kits (PRKs), or comment letters to assist Tribes to understand and comment on recent EPA or other federal agency actions that include the following for this reporting period:
All PRK’s and fact sheets can be found on NTAA’s Policy Response Kit webpage. 
· NTAA is currently preparing a PRK for one EPA action: the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule (CSAPR). Comments close for this proposal on December 14, 2020.

· EPA’s Proposed Rulemaking: Control of Air Pollution from Airplanes and Airplane Engines: GHG Emission Standards and Test Procedures
The EPA proposed standards for greenhouse gas emissions for certain new commercial airplanes. The proposed standards would match the standards that were adopted by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) in 2017. The NTAA Mobile Sources Work Group heard a presentation on this proposal from the Office of Transportation and Air Quality (OTAQ) on September 3, 2020. The deadline for this comment period was October 19, 2020.

NTAA’s Partnership Work
NTAA has been active in building partnerships with other organizations working to improve air quality. 

· NTAA and ITEP, in consultation with the 2020 NTFAQ Planning Committee, NTAA Executive Committee and Tribal Air Monitoring Support Center’s Steering Committee has determined that in the interest of public health and the well-being of our communities across the country, the 2020 National Tribal Forum on Air Quality will be cancelled. The NTAA Annual Meeting was held virtually on September 28-October 1, 2020.

· IAQ Work Group: The Indoor Air Quality Work Group (IAQ) WG meets via teleconference on the third Thursday of every other month at 2pm ET to help improve IAQ in Indian country by developing policy actions on IAQ issues. In addition to the regular meetings, the following webinars related to COVID have and will held: 

· July 29, 2020: Overview of COVID in the Workplace and Funding for Tribes, as Tribes consider opening public spaces safely. 
· September 17, 2020: NTAA held an informational webinar to discuss IAQ Considerations to Assist Tribes in Re-Opening Tribal Buildings during COVID: No Silver Bullets, Practical Guidance and Messaging on Reopening Tribal Buildings.
· The final webinar in the series, “Winter is Coming,” is planned for Tuesday, November 24, 2020 at 2 pm ET. More information on the webinar can be found here: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1900761345953468429


· Wood Smoke Work Group: The Wood Smoke Work Group meets via teleconference on third Thursday of every other month at 2pm ET to collaborate with Tribal, state, EPA, and other interested entities to address air quality impacts from residential wood/coal burning stove. In addition to the regular calls, the Wood Smoke Work Group submitted a comment letter on the Wood Stove Extension Proposal on July 6, 2020.

· Mobile Sources Work Group: The Mobile Sources Work Group hosts monthly calls for Tribes on the first Thursday of each month at 2pm ET. In addition to the regular calls, the work group has received presentations from OTAQ related to the Cleaner Trucks Initiative, lead in airplane fuels, Ports Inventory Draft Guidance, and the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act. The work group also regularly receives presentations from the California Resources Board. Updates on the VW Settlement for Tribes remains a standing agenda item.  On October 14, 2020, NTAA submitted a letter to the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) to comment on the Proposed Consent Decree Between the United States Environmental Protection Agency, the California Air Resources Board and Daimler to Settle Complaint for Civil Penalties and Injunctive Relief for Violations of the Clean Air Act. NTAA’s comments urge better Tribal consultation by DOJ to provide better mitigation actions as part of the settlement.

NTAA Resources / Information for Tribes
ITEP staff created and NTAA posted a COVID-19 Resource Page for Tribes to use to access federal and other resources to help Tribes respond to the COVID-19 Pandemic. You can find it here.
VW Settlement News
The Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals (ITEP) holds monthly meetings of the VW Settlement Tribal Advisory Council. The purpose of the TAC is to advise the technical assistance provider (ITEP) on its outreach and training efforts to ensure that Indian Tribes are aware of the Indian Tribe Trust, and to provide a forum for Indian Tribes to raise general questions relating to the Indian Tribe Trust Agreement. You can learn more on ITEP’s website here http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/volkswagensettlement/. 
NTAA Membership
The NTAA family of member Tribes has grown to 151 federally recognized Principal Member Tribes across Indian Country with the recent addition of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation in Region 6 and the Chickahominy Indian Tribe in Region 3. There are no dues or fees to join NTAA. To become a member, a Tribe needs to submit an application and a letter indicating Tribal leadership approves the application for membership. A membership application form and a template cover letter are available on NTAA’s website at https://www.ntaatribalair.org/become-a-member/ or by contacting NTAA’s Project Director, Andy Bessler at andy.bessler@nau.edu or 928.523.0526.
NTAA Region 6 Representatives
R6 Primary Representative:  			R6 Alternate Representative:
Craig Kreman, Quapaw Nation		Vacant
ckreman@quapawtribe.com 
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